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Homework Policy

September 2023
‘Our vision is to create a school community where children grow into happy, confident and responsible individuals, who work hard together to achieve their full potential.’

Rationale
We believe that when managed well, homework can be valuable for several reasons:

· Homework can further engage children in their learning and stimulate their interest and enthusiasm. It has been found to have an overall impact at primary level of adding 3 months of progress to their learning (Education Endowment Fund, last reviewed August 2021).
· It is a great opportunity to practise and rehearse key skills and embed knowledge and understanding. 

· Homework can help to inform and engage parents and carers, increasing their understanding of what their children are learning and the standards that are expected.

· It can utilise the home environment and resources and give children an important opportunity to benefit from one to one adult time and the guidance and support of their parents / carers. 
· It helps to foster good habits of organization and self-discipline in preparation for the demands of secondary school.

Important Factors 
· Homework that is linked directly to classroom work tends to be the most effective. (EEF, 2021)
· Homework often needs to be differentiated if it is to be effective - especially, for example, spellings, maths and times tables. 
· The effectiveness of homework also increases when its purpose is made clear to the children – e.g. to increase a specific area of knowledge, or to develop fluency in a particular area. (EEF)
· Some pupils may not have a quiet space for home learning, or the necessary support of parents. It is important for schools to consider how homework can be supported where this is the case. (EEF) 
· Teachers are able to use completed homework as an assessment tool, to inform them of children’s progress and identify next steps of learning. 
Our Implementation of Homework
· Homework will be set weekly for all children. 
· In each class from Y1-Y6, it will be set on a Tuesday, to be returned the following Monday. In Foundation, homework is based on reading as an ongoing, daily expectation. 

· Homework will not normally be set during school holidays unless this has been agreed between a teacher and parent in order to address a particular need. 
· Usually, weekly homework will include the following, with approximate timings:

	Foundation
	Years 1 & 2
	Years 3 & 4
	Years 5 & 6

	Share a book every day (e.g. a bedtime story).
As phonics teaching progresses, work on keywords provided and listen to your child read each day.
	Daily reading – 10 minutes

A maths task – 20 minutes in total
Spellings – 5 minutes a day
	Daily reading – 20 minutes

A maths task – 20-30 minutes in total
Spellings – 5 minutes a day
	Daily reading – 30 minutes

A maths task – 30 minutes in total
Spellings – 5 minutes a day

	We also ask parents/carers to:

· Support any individual targets that may be set by the teacher in discussion with you.

· Read the termly Curriulum Map and any weekly notes, and talk with your child about their learning at school.

· Read together with your child for as long as you can each day!

· In the run-up to statutory tests in Years 4 & 6, support children with any additional revision tasks. 



	On a termly basis, teachers may set more extended project-style homework linked to the topic that children are learning about in class. This will be discussed with the children in class and fully detailed in the Homework Book, including a date for completion. 




· Homework will be thoughtfully and well designed, always linking directly with what children are learning in class, or have been learning recently. It will usually enable them to practise and embed their learning, or to take this learning a step further. Parents will not be expected to teach new skills. 
· Homework will be differentiated according to a child’s needs, without limiting their progress – it should always be challenging but achievable. 

· All homework will be fully explained and modelled by the teacher before children take it home. 
· Homework will be clearly referenced and used by teachers as part of subsequent teaching, in order to maximise and emphasise its importance and relevance. (See below for further information on how homework will be used in class)
Recording of Homework
· All the children will be given a Homework Book in which they will record:

· A log of their daily reading.

· Their spellings for the week, the results of their spelling test and any words to carry over to the following week.

· Their maths task, which may then be completed on a separate sheet or on dB Primary, and any marks received from the task. 
· Teachers will not be asked to mark the homework books. This will be explained clearly to parents, including the reasoning around this. 

· Teachers will use homework as a tool for teaching and learning – i.e. to feed back to children verbally; to inform class discussions; to differentiate learning and inform planning and provision; and to establish any areas of concern where they feel further liaison with parents may be helpful. 
· Children will be encouraged to take great pride in their homework books and to value these as an important tool in their learning. They will use their books not only to record as above, but to make their own comments and reflections on how well they have done and where they need to focus for improvement. 
· Topic related homework may be used to create display in the classroom or a communal area and parents may occasionally be invited to view this work
Addressing Potential Problems
· Teachers will be aware of individual barriers to completing homework that children may face. If a child is not completing their homework, or not doing it to a suitable standard, the teacher will work closely with them and their parents / carers to establish the reasons behind this, and to offer support and assistance accordingly. 

· We do not wish anyone’s family life to be disrupted because of homework. If homework is causing discord, we will urge parents to talk to us so that we can formulate a solution together. 

· A lunchtime homework club will be provided for children to complete their homework with adult supervision and support if they are not able to do it at home. Teachers may guide children towards this where necessary. 

· Children will not be punished for not doing their homework. They may, however, be guided towards Homework Club, particularly children in the older age groups who are approaching secondary school age. 

· Rewards will be given each week in the form of House Points, to children who complete their homework on time. Teachers may devise their own in-class rewards in addition to this. 

Message for Parents - what to do if you have concerns 

If you find the homework inappropriate for your child, if they lack interest, if it becomes a battleground or if you are concerned that homework is given inconsistently please talk with your child’s teacher in the first instance. 
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